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This is Renegade Files Episode 122, Ted Kaczynski: Unabomber Manifesto and 
the Broken Genius. 
 
A teenage math prodigy enters Harvard at sixteen, earns elite degrees, teaches 
at Berkeley, then vanishes into the Mountains to pursue a solitary terrorist 
agenda. 
 
For nearly two decades, he waged a hidden war against what he believed was a 
machine-driven society destroying human freedom. He targeted Universities, 
Airlines, Scientists, and symbols of modern progress, but the victims were 
random innocent people who were largely ancillary to these institutions.  
 
Investigators chased fragments, false leads, witness sketches, and a ghost they 
couldn’t identify. The manhunt was one of the longest and most expensive in FBI 
history. 
 
Then came one of history’s largest clues: a 35,000 word manifesto warning of 
corporate surveillance, dependence on machines, and control systems growing 
beyond human understanding. 
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This episode follows the full arc. The gifted child. The psychological experiments 
he endured at Harvard. The brilliant young professor who walked away from 
everything. The cabin in the woods. The bombings. The manifesto. And the 
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glimpse truths that society still refuses to face? Dive in now. Thank you. 
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Gordon, coming to you from the Jungle Villa Outpost, Deep in the Uncharted 
Tropics. 
 
This is Renegade Files Episode 122, Ted Kaczynski: Unabomber Manifesto and 
the Broken Genius. 
 
A teenage math prodigy enters Harvard at sixteen, earns elite degrees, teaches 
at Berkeley, then vanishes into the mountains to pursue a solitary terrorist 
agenda. 
 
For nearly two decades, he waged a hidden war against what he believed was a 
machine-driven society destroying human freedom. He targeted Universities, 
Airlines, Scientists, and symbols of modern progress, but the victims were 
random innocent people who were largely ancillary to these institutions.  
 
Investigators chased fragments, false leads, witness sketches, and a ghost they 
couldn’t identify. The manhunt was one of the longest and most expensive on the 
FBI casebooks. 
 
Then came one of history’s largest clues: a 35,000 word manifesto warning of 
corporated surveillance, dependence on technology, and control systems 
growing beyond human understanding. 
 
This episode follows the full arc. The gifted child. The psychological experiments 
he endured at Harvard. The brilliant young professor who walked away from 
everything. A cabin in the woods, bombings, a dizzying manifesto, and the 
uncomfortable questions still hanging over the case decades later. 
 
Was Ted Kaczynski simply a madman with grievances, or did a dangerous mind 
glimpse truths that society still refuses to face? 
 
Dive in now to find out. 

============ 
 
 
PART 1 — Theodore Kaczynski 
 
Theodore John Kaczynski was born on May 22, 1942, in Chicago, during the 
middle years of the Second World War to a working class family.  
 
In 1949, when Ted was about seven years old, his younger brother David 
Kaczynski was born.  
 
He was intelligent, serious, and often emotionally distant. He preferred solitary 
pursuits and could spend long stretches reading or working alone while the other 
neighborhood kids played together outside. 



 
From an early age, Ted showed unusual intellectual ability and was identified as 
academically gifted in school. He learned faster and required less repetition than 
most students. As a result, he skipped grades, accelerating through the school 
system at a pace that placed him among older students while still emotionally 
younger than many peers around him. 
 
Ted excelled particularly in math. In High School he skipped the 11th grade. 
Having skipped grades previously, this made him quite younger than his 
classmates, which most certainly added to his predisposition toward social 
distance. 
 
In 1958, at just sixteen years old, he was accepted into Harvard University. The 
acceptance was extraordinary and became a point of pride for the immigrant-era 
family. Ted Kaczynski had an IQ of 167. This is in the top 1-2%.   
 
Ted arrived at Harvard as a teenage prodigy entering an environment filled with 
older, highly accomplished students. He was brilliant on paper, but still very 
young in age and development. Harvard housed Ted in a beautiful Victorian 
home where he could live with other younger prodigy students, but he would 
have still felt different from the older and much more emotionally mature students 
in his classes. He was an isolated adolescent stepping into one of the most 
demanding educational universities in America. 
 
If you enjoy these investigations and want to help keep this independent show 
alive, join the Renegade Files Agency on Patreon, and unlock Exclusive Agent-
Only Bonus Episodes, the Dark Intel Files, and Secret Dispatches. 
 
If you believe in digging deeper and keeping truth alive, then join me at 
Patreon.com/RenegadeFiles ((there’s a link in the show notes)) and become an 
Agent today. Thank you if you’re already an RFA Agent, you make this show 
possible.  



PART 2 - Harvard Years & the Henry Murray Study 
 
Harvard in the late 1950s was intensely competitive, formal, and prestige-driven. 
 
There was a Cold War era atmosphere, so a very Us-and-Them mentality. We 
are the good guys. We are the intelligentsia. We are the best. 
 
Overall, there was a heavy emphasis on science, math, national achievement, 
and psychological research. 
 
Students were expected to demonstrate toughness, intellect, and emotional 
discipline, and this atmosphere, very likely, put a young, smart Kaczynski in 
many difficult situations, just by virtue of him being different in a place where 
conformity and like-mindedness was valued so highly.  
 
Harvard University at the time had a culture that prized excellence but it wasn’t 
exactly known for emotional warmth. And since Ted was already an outsider with 
little to no social skills, he simply withdrew form interaction even more.  
 
Accounts described him as socially isolated, uncomfortable with peers, shy, 
private, and withdrawn. 
 
He spent substantial time alone reading or studying and he never really 
socialized as an undergraduate. 
 
This is an intense contrast. Even at a serious school like Harvard, undergraduate 
social life is a paramount experience for those attending. It’s the environment 
where the students can relate to their troubles, where they can see that others 
have survived here and that they will too. It’s where help is found, where 
emotions can be expressed and released. All of that.  
 
And Ted Kaczynski got none of it. Whatever he was going through, he was going 
through alone.  
 
While he was there he studied mathematics and he was recognized quickly for 
his exceptional ability in abstract reasoning. It seems that mathematics offered 
Ted some order, certainty, and control that he found to be absent from social life. 
 
He made good, not perfect but good, grades and he graduated in 1962 with a 
Harvard Bachelor of Arts Degree in Mathematics at the age of 20. He had 
successfully completed one of the most demanding undergraduate challenges in 
all of academia. 
 
During these undergraduate years, when he was 17 years old, Kaczynski 
participated in a psychological study led by Harvard Professor Henry Murray. The 



22 students who took part in the experiment were likely approached based on 
their academic performance and potential interest in psychological research. 
 
Professor Henry Murray was a prominent psychologist known for personality 
assessment research. He had previously worked in wartime intelligence-related 
psychological screening, and his research style often focused on stress, conflict, 
pressure, and hidden motives. 
 
The Harvard students in the study were told they would participate in research 
concerning personality and beliefs. They were asked to write detailed essays 
explaining their personal philosophies, values, and worldviews. 
 
Then they would be interviewed by a law student or trained interrogator. 
 
The interrogator had studied the subject’s personal essay beforehand, and they 
would aggressively attack and ridicule the student’s beliefs, intelligence, logic, 
and character. These sessions were purposefully designed to provoke stress 
reactions. The students were insulted, challenged, cornered, and psychologically 
pressured. The encounters were filmed or closely monitored, and the 
physiological responses were reportedly observed. 
 
Some subjects returned for repeated sessions over time. Kaczynski participated 
in these experiments for about 200 hours. He was among the youngest 
participants. Ted was repeatedly placed into a hostile psychologically pressurized 
environment, run by authority figures who used his own personal beliefs and 
views of the world, as their basis for ridiculing and psychologically cornering him, 
with the with the express intent of, creating in him, severe physiological 
responses. 
 
And remember, this was during his formative, late-adolescent years. 
 
Later writings and accounts indicate that Kaczynski deeply disliked Henry 
Murray. He reportedly viewed the sessions as humiliating and abusive. (Really?) 
 
Some biographical sources describe lingering resentment toward the experience. 
 
Psychologist Alston Chase, who investigated Kaczynski’s history, argued the 
Harvard environment and the Murray study may have intensified Ted’s existing 
vulnerabilities. Ya think? … Okay. To be fair, what Chase means is that the 
Murry study probably didn’t create Ted Kaczynski’s emotional and behavioral 
problems from scratch. I get that. Alston Chase did say that the Murray study 
subjected Kaczynski to, quote, “vehement, sweeping and personally abusive 
attacks.” Endquote, and he wrote that the experiment exposed an immature 
adolescent to sustained humiliation inside a setting obsessed with performance 
and status. 
 



Psychiatrist Sally Johnson, who later evaluated Kaczynski for the court process, 
described longstanding personality disturbance and social detachment that 
predated adulthood, suggesting multiple causes across development rather than 
one event. She concluded Kaczynski’s problems reflected a pervasive pattern, 
and not a single trauma event. 
 
There is no accepted scientific basis to claim the Murray experiment caused 
Theodore Kaczynski to become the Unabomber. But such an experiment 
conducted on a teen predisposed to social isolation and an extreme intelligence 
mismatch with 99% of the world probably didn’t help the situation.  
 
So Kaczynski leaves Harvard with and elite mathematics degree, and access to 
whjat would seem to be, from the outside, a promising future. 
 
 
Tap Follow real quick where you’re listening to stay connected and help the show 
thrive.  
 
 
 
PART 3 – Transformations at the University of Michigan 
 

After graduating from Harvard University with a mathematics degree at age 20, 
Theodore Kaczynski entered graduate study at University of Michigan. 

The move placed him in one of the strongest mathematics programs in the 
United States. Ann Arbor was intellectually vibrant, politically active, and socially 
dynamic during the early 1960s. Kaczynski entered that world as a young prodigy 
with strengths in abstract thought and solitary concentration, but with a weakness  
in social integration. 

He pursued advanced work in pure mathematics, complex analysis, and related 
theoretical fields. 

Faculty quickly recognized his ability to solve difficult problems far faster than his 
peers. Professors described him as exceptionally intelligent, serious, and highly 
self-contained. Mathematician George Piranian later called him one of the most 
brilliant graduate students the department had seen. 

During these years, Kaczynski’s personal life grew increasingly narrow. He 
struggled with ordinary social interaction, had few interactions especially with 
women, and was virtually unknown to ever appear in casual group settings. 

This division between outer academic achievement and inner alienation from 
others appears to have deepened in this period. 



His diaries indicate that at this time (so as he was working as a graduate student 
at the University of Michigan) Ted Kaczynski suddenly experienced several 
weeks of, according to his own diaries, intense sexual fantasies centered around 
himself as a female. 

By all accounts and other writings of his, it looks as if this idea arrived somewhat 
out of the blue, and was not, as far as anyone can tell, anything that was a 
lifelong evolution or even periodic fantasy, but just because he never recorded 
the feelings doesn’t mean he never had them. We’ll never really know. 

We do know that these thoughts, like most of his personal life, were deeply 
private. But they were also, according to his writings, accompanied by shame, 
confusion, and self-loathing. He suddenly considered the possibility of 
undergoing a sex change operation and he arranged a meeting with a 
psychologist as part of starting that process.  

While in the waiting room he changed his mind, and ended up having a different 
conversation with the psychologist. All this according to his diary and his later 
testimony. 

And just a side note, when I say Diary, Ted Kaczynski wrote, a lot… he basically 
wrote extensive accounts of every single day he lived and most of these pages 
are archived, from 1969 through when he was arrested and then he continued 
writing daily in prison until he died, so basically daily documents from 1969 until 
2023… hundreds of pages, and he also kept copies of letters he sent, and on 
and on. 

And much of it is intelligent, lucid, and logical, but it does tend to ramble in 
places, and some of it goes deep in odd directions, but not all of it. I guess it’s a 
reflection of Kaczynski himself: brilliant in ways, but mad in others. 

He expressed a seething hatred toward the psychologist, and it seems like this 
anger and hatred of the psychologist he met with, was way out of proportion to 
anything the psychologist actually said or did in the sessions. 

After this his writings rapidly grew in both intense anger, and deep humiliation 
about to the overall experience. 

Kaczynski wrote that after considering a sex change, he became enraged by 
what he saw as weakness, exposure, and vulnerability in himself. It was at this 
point that he began to redirect that anger outward. 

His journals increasingly defined society, psychology, sexuality, and modern life 
as corrupting forces. 



In later-published writings, Kaczynski described growing hatred toward society 
and resentment toward those he believed had power over him. He wrote of 
humiliation, isolation, sexual frustration, and revenge fantasies. 

And his diaries become increasingly colder, more absolutist, and more punitive. 

Kaczynski later referred to a kind of rebirth or transformation in which he rejected 
previous weakness and imagined remaking himself through total opposition to 
society. 

This was his phoenix moment, when he decided his old self would be destroyed 
and replaced by a harder, more committed identity. 

Despite private turmoil, his scholarly output remained consistent and he earned a 
Master of Arts in mathematics in 1964. He continued toward doctoral work while 
still in his early twenties. 

His ability to function at a high intellectual level while emotionally deteriorating is 
an interesting attribute. 

In 1967, Kaczynski completed his Ph.D. dissertation titled “Boundary Functions.” 

The work dealt with advanced problems in complex analysis, a difficult and 
abstract branch of mathematics. Experts later described the dissertation as 
sophisticated, original, and technically impressive. Reviewing Professor George 
Piranian said there were probably only 10 people in the world who could have 
fully understood it. 

Kaczynski’s Boundary Functions, was the work of someone operating at a rare 
level of mathematical ability. 

By age 25, Theodore Kaczynski held graduate degrees from University of 
Michigan and a reputation as a brilliant mathematician. 

Yet beneath those credentials sat growing bitterness, severe isolation, identity 
turmoil, and an increasingly hostile view of modern society. 

 

PART 4 - From Berkeley to Montana 
 

After completing his Ph.D. at University of Michigan, Theodore Kaczynski 
accepted a faculty position at University of California, Berkeley. 



At 25  he was one of the youngest assistant professors in the university’s 
mathematics department. This should have marked the beginning of an elite 
career. Berkeley was a world-class institution, and a young scholar arriving there 
with Kaczynski’s credentials would normally be seen as someone headed toward 
distinction. 

In the Late-1960s Berkeley was one of the most politically charged campuses in 
America. Student protests, anti-war activism, free speech movements, and 
cultural upheaval shaped the atmosphere. 

Kaczynski, however, was neither a public intellectual nor a campus personality. 
He was, as always, highly intelligent but distant. 

He reportedly taught mathematics competently, though without warmth or visible 
enthusiasm for academic social life. Most of his students would later say they 
never liked him as a professor. He often refused to answer questions, and he 
treated the classroom as an annoyance. 

Then, in June 1969, after less than two years at Berkeley, Kaczynski abruptly 
resigned with no explanation. Prestigious mathematics appointments like the one 
27-year old Ted held, were difficult to obtain and often pursued for decades, so 
his decision to quit for no apparent reason surprised colleagues. 

But for Kaczynski, academia no longer represented success, meaning, or 
freedom. He bounced around between living with various family connections and 
transitional living arrangements. During these years, his distrust of modern 
society hardened further. 

His writings later described growing disgust with bureaucracy, technological 
systems, and the artificial pace of modern life. He increasingly saw organized 
society not as progress, but as captivity. 

Then in 1971, Kaczynski relocated to a remote area outside Lincoln, Montana. 
The land was near forests and mountains, far from any cities. There he built and 
occupied a small one-room cabin. 

The structure was extremely basic and became one of the defining images of the 
case. It had no modern comforts beyond the bare essentials and reflected a 
deliberate rejection of conventional living. 

His life in Montana was intentionally minimal. He lived with little electricity and 
limited running water, and heat from a wood stove. He hunted game, gathered 
food, gardened, read extensively, and wrote in journals. 

He repaired tools, chopped wood, and organized daily life around self-reliance. 



In many ways this was a real frontier independence, but it was also a deepening 
withdrawal. Kaczynski wanted to live simply in the wilderness. But he 
increasingly encountered nearby change. Road construction, logging activity, 
aircraft noise, land development, and expanding technology disturbed the 
isolation he sought. 

He later wrote that one especially beautiful wild area near his cabin, a natural 
glade with a small waterfall and lively stream where he had walked on a few 
occasions, was destroyed when a development bulldozed the location and built a 
road over the waterfall and stream. He described this event as emotionally 
devastating, and he said that no one could have understood the level of anger he 
felt. 

In his own narrative, this became proof that industrial society would consume 
every untouched place. Technological progress and human development were 
the Enemies of the natural world. 

His anti-technology beliefs sharpened into ideology. He increasingly identified 
machines, infrastructure, and industrial systems as being actively destructive of 
human freedom. 

Technology, in his view, did not simply create tools. It reorganized human life, 
destroyed nature, and made individuals powerless. 

It was in this period of time that Kaczynski engaged in his first acts of vandalism 
and sabotage. This would have been in 1979… so when Ted was about 37.  

These included damaging construction equipment, setting small traps, and 
targeting property connected to development or intrusion. 

This is very important in the timeline of analyzing the evolution of Kaczynski into 
what he would become, because this marks the initial progression from a 
growing, private resentment, into direct, physical, criminal actions. 

First he put sugar in gas tanks of a drilling machine and a truck at a mining site 
near his cabin. Then more. 

And like everything he did, he wrote about it. One section from his journal, dated 
1979, is a hand-written folded sheet of paper detailing his acts of sabotage and 
first attempts at planting bombs. 

I read it, and was going to read it here, but as I finished it I decided that it’s just 
not my style. All of his journals are archived and I’ll link to them in the Dark Intel 
Files at the Renegade Files Agency on Patreon. You can read them there or find 
them in the wild if you want to. The points of even discussing that page are, one, 
the fact I mentioned before that this is the point where Ted goes from an 



academic who internally complains and rails against what he sees as the 
enemies of the world, into taking real physical action. So that’s point one. Point 
two is that this reveals a shocking sociopath who is absolutely and purposefully 
trying to hurt and kill people in the worst, most random, and psychopathically 
hopeful ways. 

Reading it is terrifying. Take my word for it. And this terrifying mission would only 
escalate dramatically. 

And the fact is that it’s too bad that Ted Kacynski would make such a defense out 
of his desire to simply live a life of self-sufficiency. His insane sociopathic actions 
have far less to do with being self-sufficient, and in his specific case, far more to 
do with a random hostility toward the outside world. 

He has wrongfully been used as the poster-boy for marginalizing people who 
distrust the government and want to live free and off the land, but the reality is 
that Ted Kacynski was a supremely dangerous person, who was more 
concerned with living in his remote cabin as a way to not get caught as he waged 
a violent personal war on the scientific and industrial world, all by trying to hurt or 
fatally wound students or teachers in tech or science schools. 

I mean really that’s it in a nutshell. 

He makes notes about trying to mail one bomb, but that it was too big for the 
mailbox, so the only place he thought had a box big enough was the same place 
he had bought the stamps the day before, but he didn’t want to go back there 
again because they might recognize him from the previous day.  

This illustrates his concern for himself, while mailing a bomb to a total stranger 
just because of the guy’s major. 

To dig deeper into the world of Renegade Files, join the Renegade Files Agency 
on Patreon, and become an RFA Agent today. You can check out our Patreon 
page for Free at Patreon.com/renegadefiles, or just tap the link in the show 
notes, to get bonus episodes and days of other cool content. 

Thank you if you’re an RFA agent already, you make the show work 

 
PART 5 – Escalation 
 
By the late 1970s, Theodore Kaczynski had moved beyond private resentment, 
sabotage, and ideological writing. He began a bombing campaign that would 
continue for nearly seventeen years and become one of the longest and most 
expensive domestic manhunts in American history. 
 



While the individuals that became his targets could be said to have been random, 
they were always involved with universities, airlines, computer stores, science, 
engineering, or people connected to modern technological systems. In his 
worldview, these institutions represented the machinery of industrial society. 
 
A box was discovered at University of Illinois at Chicago, addressed to 
engineering professor Buckley Crist. The parcel appeared suspicious, so it was 
opened by campus security officer Terry Marker, and the device detonated, 
injuring him. 
 
On May 9, 1979, a device was placed aboard American Airlines Flight 444 
traveling from Chicago to Washington. This bomb malfunctioned and emitted 
smoke rather than achieving full detonation. Several passengers were treated for 
smoke inhalation, but no one was seriously injured. 
 
Federal authorities recognized similarities between the airline device and the 
University bomb, and so the FBI assigned the case the code-name UNABOM: 
 
UN for University, A for Airline, and BOM for, well, Bomb. 
 
That is how the at-large criminal became known as the Unabomber. 
 
Then on November 15, 1979, another package bomb injured graduate 
student John Harris in Evanston. Again, the academic world remained in the 
crosshairs. By the end of the 1970s, investigators believed they were dealing 
with a methodical offender who understood mail systems, patience, and 
concealment. 
 
On June 10, 1980, a package bomb was sent to Percy Wood, a United Airlines 
executive, at his home in Lake Forest. When opened, it exploded and seriously 
injured him. The symbolism wasn’t lost on the FBI: the Unabomber was not only 
attacking transportation systems, but their leadership. 
 
Targets were being chosen less for personal grudges than for what they 
represented. 
 
On October 8, 1981, a bomb was found at University of Utah before detonation, 
and luckily, No one was injured. Because this bomb didn’t go off, it helped 
investigators compare construction methods across cases. Repeated uses of 
materials, wiring methods, craftsmanship, and homemade parts suggested a 
single builder with discipline and time. 
 
On May 5, 1982, Professor Patrick Fischer at Vanderbilt University was injured 
by a mailed bomb. And on July 2, 1982, another injured a faculty member 
at University of California, Berkeley. 
 



Through the early 1980s, the FBI, the UStates Postal Inspection Service, and 
local police agencies expanded cooperation. 
 
Investigators relied on witness interviews, mail routing, typewritten 
communications, bomb residue, fingerprints, handwriting, and microscopic 
examination of fragments. 
 
The investigation was slow going because all they had to go on was the analysis 
if detonated or misfired bombs, where and who they were sent to, and the efforts 
of trying to figure out some kind of pattern or reason behind it all.  
 
Profilers increasingly believed the bomber to be intelligent, organized, solitary, 
and angry at institutions rather than individuals. 
 
The campaign sharply escalated in 1985. 
 
May 15, 1985, Graduate student John Hauser injured at Berkeley. 
 
June 13, 1985, A bomb injured a person working at a computer store in Auburn. 
 
November 15, 1985, Hugh Scrutton killed outside his computer store 
in Sacramento… the first fatality. 
 
Computers, in Kaczynski’s ideology, represented the expansion of systems 
replacing human autonomy. 
 
February 20, 1987. another bomb exploded outside a computer store in Salt 
Lake City, injuring one person. 
 
This time a witness observed a man leaving the area. From that sighting came 
the famous composite sketch: hooded sweatshirt, sunglasses, mustache. 
 
For years, this image became the only face attached to the mystery. 
 
The public knew the bomber only as a shadow figure attacking symbols of the 
future. 
 
Then, from 1987 to 1993 silence. For roughly six years, no confirmed attacks 
occurred. Investigators debated several possibilities: The bomber had died, had 
been imprisoned for another crime, had relocated, or was planning carefully for a 
return. 
 
This long pause only increased the rumors and mysteries surrounding the case. 
 
Then in 1993, the bombing campaign resumed dramatically. 
 



A package bomb injured geneticist Charles Epstein in San Francisco. The same 
day, another bomb seriously injured David Gelernter at Yale University. 
These attacks hinted that the culprit had moved beyond general academia and 
began to focus on fields he considered especially dangerous, like genetics. 
computer science, and advanced technological control systems. 
 
By 1993, the Unabomber case was a major national obsession. Every box mailed 
to a university, an executives, or a tech scientist could trigger not only fear but 
headlines. Mailrooms changed procedures. Campuses increased caution. X-Ray 
machines were installed in mailrooms. And the bomber’s invisibility amplified 
these fears. He seemed to mail devices and vanish. Years passed without 
identification. 
 
On December 10, 1994 advertising executive Thomas Mosser, who worked in 
public relations connected to major corporate interests, was killed in North 
Caldwell after opening a package that exploded. 
 
On April 24, 1995, Gilbert Brent Murray, no relation to the psychology study 
professor at Harvard who tormented a young Ted Kacynsky, was killed 
in Sacramento by a mailed bomb. 
 
Murray was associated with the timber industry, which in Kaczynski’s worldview 
represented industrial destruction of wilderness. 
 
This would be the final fatal attack, and it showed how fully symbolic the targeting 
had become. Victims were selected as embodiments of systems the bomber 
despised. 
 
 
PART 6 – The Manifesto 
 
By the mid-1990s, the Unabomber case had frustrated investigators for nearly 
two decades. The FBI and other agencies and local departments had studied 
bomb components, witness reports, mail routes, and their own behavioral 
profiles. 
 
Yet Theodore Kaczynski remained unidentified in his remote Montana cabin. 
Three people lost their lives, many others were injured, and the entire thing had 
created a national climate of fear around mail and suspicious packages in 
parking lots or college campuses. 
 
Then the case took a dramatic turn in 1995, when authorities and media 
organizations suddenly received letters from someone demanding that a long 
manifesto be published in a major newspaper. This person stated that if his 
document, was titled Industrial Society and Its Future, was printed nationally, he 
would stop his bombing campaign. 



 
 
The writing was dense, ideological, and highly critical of modern technological 
society. It argued that industrial civilization had stripped human beings of 
freedom, dignity, autonomy, and psychological health. 
 
For investigators, the letters presented both a threat and an opportunity. If the 
manifesto were published, it might prevent future attacks. It might also allow 
someone to recognize the author’s language. 
 
The bomber demanded national publication in a widely read outlet. Federal 
authorities determined that only a few newspapers had the reach and credibility 
to meet that demand. 
 
The New York Times and The Washington Post were chosen for their national 
reach. 
 
The manifesto was lengthy, approximately 35,000 words, far beyond normal 
newspaper space. Plus within law enforcement and government circles, the 
decision was controversial. 
 
On one hand publishing the manifesto might save lives if the bomber kept his 
word. And someone might recognize the language or ideas, which could lead to 
capture.  
 
But on the other hand this could be seen as rewarding terrorism. 
It might encourage copycats, and it was giving this murderer a national platform. 
 
Then-Attorney General Janet Reno and FBI leadership weighed the risks, and 
decided that stopping further attacks was the priority. 
 
So in September 1995, The Washington Post published the manifesto with 
cooperation from The New York Times. 
 
Millions now had access to the bomber’s full argument. 
 
The public read a text attacking industrial systems, mass society, 
oversocialization, leftism, technological dependence, and the loss of human 
freedom. 
 
Many readers rejected it outright because of the violence attached to it. But 
others noted that some critiques of technology felt unsettlingly thoughtful. 
 
Here are a few passages from the manifesto, “Industrial Society and its Future,”. 
And while what I have picked out here is a good amount, remember this 



document is 35,000 words. For comparison, the average Renegade Files 
episode is 6000 words. 
 
So from the manifesto… 
 
We attribute the social and psychological problems of modern society to the fact 
that that society requires people to live under conditions radically different from 
those under which the human race evolved and to behave in ways that conflict 
with the patterns of behavior that the human race developed while living under 
the earlier conditions. It is clear from what we have already written that we 
consider lack of opportunity to properly experience the power process as the 
most important of the abnormal conditions to which modern society subjects 
people. .. Among the abnormal conditions present in modern industrial society 
are excessive density of population, isolation of man from nature, excessive 
rapidity of social change and the breakdown of natural small-scale communities 
such as the extended family, the village or the tribe. 
 
…modern man’s obsession with longevity, and with maintaining physical vigor 
and sexual attractiveness to an advanced age, is a symptom of unfulfillment 
resulting from deprivation with respect to the power process. The “mid-lffe crisis” 
also is such a symptom. So is the lack of interest in having children that is fairly 
common in modern society but almost unheard-of in primitive societies. 
 
Freedom means having power; not the power to control other people but the 
power to control the circumstances of one’s own life. One does not have freedom 
if anyone else (especially a large organization) has power over one, no matter 
how benevolently, tolerantly and permissively that power may be exercised. 
 

When a new item of technology is introduced as an option that an individual can 
accept or not as he chooses, it does not necessarily REMAIN optional. In many 
cases the new technology changes society in such a way that people eventually 
find themselves FORCED to use it. 
 
 
And finally, 
 

When the limit of human endurance has been passed, things start going wrong: 
rebellion, or crime, or corruption, or evasion of work, or depression and other 
mental problems, or an elevated death rate, or a declining birth rate or something 
else, so that either the society breaks down, or its functioning becomes too 
inefficient and it is (quickly or gradually, through conquest, attrition or evolution) 
replaced by some more efficient form of society. 



Imagine a society that subjects people to conditions that make them terribly 
unhappy, then gives them drugs to take away their unhappiness.  
 
To save you the 35k read, here’s my cliffnotes version of his overall points  

1. an Opening thesis on the harm of the Industrial Revolution 
2. Freedom vs system control 
3. The problems of Oversocialization 
4. A deep critique of the Left, plus a harsh criticism of the right as well.  
5. Technology as self-expanding system 
6. Human powerlessness in modern society 
7. Psychological suffering and fake or false activities 
8. Why reform can’t stop the machine 
9. Why revolution is required 
10. What post-industrial life should resemble 
11. Warnings about the surveillance state and govt dependence 

and 
12. His Closing calls to action 

Interesting points to say the least, but plenty of other people have made equally, 
or actually more poignant observations, without resorting to random acts of 
violence. No amount of intellect can excuse terrorism. 

Ted Kascinsky was so concerned with everyone’s freedom, and people being 
free from someone else coercing them to do anything, and yet he actively 
coerced random innocents into the hospital or the morgue to make some 
ideological point.  
 
But the publication of his manifesto did create the break investigators had hoped 
for. Among those who read the manifesto was David Kaczynski, Ted’s younger 
brother. David and his wife Linda noticed familiar phrasing, recurring themes, and 
turns of expression that resembled Ted’s letters and longtime beliefs. 
 
David faced an extraordinary moral crisis. If he was right and he pointed the FBI 
toward his brother, he would destroy his brother’s life. But if he did nothing, more 
people could die. 
 
After consulting an attorney and reviewing old family writings, David decided that 
he would let the authorities make their own conclusions, and he provided 
investigators samples of Ted’s past correspondences for comparison.  
 
Investigators compared the manifesto to Ted’s other letters and personal writings 
and found that syntax, vocabulary, phrasing, ideology, and repeated expressions 
strongly aligned. 
 
They set up surveillance around Kaczynski’s cabin, and on April 3, 1996 Federal 
agents obtained a search warrant and arrested Theodore Kaczynski there. 



 
The arrest stunned the public. The suspected Unabomber was not hiding in an 
urban underground network or foreign compound. He was a former mathematics 
prodigy living in a tiny wooden cabin. Photographs of the structure became 
iconic: a primitive shelter associated with one of the most complex domestic 
manhunts in U.S. history. 
 
Searches of the cabin reportedly uncovered major evidence linking Kaczynski to 
the bombing campaign, such as bomb-making materials, tools, writings 
describing and bragging about the attacks, drafts of the manifesto, coded 
journals, and an assembled explosive device. 
 
The journals were especially damaging because they described acts, motives, 
and chronology in his own words. 
 
Kaczynski was charged in multiple federal cases involving murder and bombing 
offenses. The legal process quickly became complicated by mental health 
questions, competency issues, and Kaczynski’s refusal to be portrayed as 
mentally ill. He strongly resisted an insanity-based defense. 
He wanted his political ideas taken seriously rather than dismissed as madness. 
 
Meanwhile his defense attorneys faced overwhelming physical evidence and 
journals connecting him directly to the crimes. 
 
In January 1998, Theodore Kaczynski pleaded guilty to multiple charges, avoided 
the death penalty, but got life in prison without the possibility of parole, plus 
additional life terms. 
 
The plea ended the possibility of a long public trial where the manifesto and 
Ted’s mental state might have been intensely contested. 
 
Kaczynski spent most of his sentence in the federal prison system, including long 
periods at ADX Florence before later transfer to a federal medical facility. 
 
He continued writing letters, essays, and correspondence from prison. 
 
His manifesto remained widely discussed, quoted, criticized, and debated online. 
 
Theodore Kaczynski died on June 10, 2023, while in federal custody at a medical 
center in Butner. He was 81 years old. 
 
Thus ended the life of a man who moved from gifted child, to Harvard prodigy, to 
mathematics professor, to off-grid recluse, to one of the most infamous domestic 
terrorists in modern American history. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
My summary 
 
When people hear the name Theodore Kaczynski, they often try to force the 
story into one simple category. Madman. Genius. Terrorist. Prophet. Recluse. 
But the truth is more complicated, and that complexity is part of why the case still 
fascinates people decades later. 
 
Kaczynski was plainly gifted. By any ordinary measure, he possessed rare 
intelligence. He entered Harvard University as a teenager, earned advanced 
mathematics degrees at University of Michigan, and taught at University of 
California, Berkeley while still very young. His dissertation was respected by 
experts. His analytical ability was real. But intelligence alone does not create 
wisdom, balance, empathy, or emotional stability. A person can be brilliant in one 
dimension and deeply damaged in another. 
 
The life story also shows how alienation can harden into ideology. Kaczynski 
appears to have carried longstanding isolation, resentment, humiliation, and 
difficulty connecting with others. Over time, those personal wounds fused with a 
total worldview. He no longer saw himself as a troubled individual struggling in 
society. He saw society itself as the enemy. 
 
That transformation matters. Many people feel lonely, angry, rejected, or 
disillusioned. Most do not turn grievance into a philosophy of war. In Kaczynski’s 
case, personal pain seems to have merged with grand theory. Narcissism may 
also have played a role. He increasingly cast himself as the rare man who 
understood the truth while others remained blind, passive, or corrupted. 
 
The manifesto remains controversial because some criticisms inside it were not 
entirely foolish. Concerns about surveillance, loss of privacy, dependence on 
machines, psychological strain, environmental destruction, and the speed of 
technological change have only grown more relevant in modern life. 
 
Many ordinary people today worry about algorithmic control, digital addiction, 
declining autonomy, and systems too large for citizens to meaningfully influence. 
But once those ideas were delivered through murder, the moral landscape 
changed completely. Violence did not strengthen his argument. It permanently 
poisoned it. The bombs ensured that every discussion of his ideas would be tied 
to innocent people who were killed or maimed. 
 
That is one of the central lessons of the case. Atrocity does not validate ideas. It 
discredits them. 



It is also important to separate Kaczynski from the many peaceful people who 
question modern systems. There are citizens who choose off-grid living, 
preparedness, homesteading, low-tech lifestyles, privacy advocacy, 
environmental simplicity, or distrust of centralized institutions. Most have no 
connection whatsoever to violence or extremism. Yet after the Unabomber case, 
some preppers, rural separatists, and anti-establishment communities were 
viewed through a darker lens simply because Kaczynski had adopted elements 
of self-sufficient living. 
 
That association was often unfair. Choosing independence, skepticism, or a 
simpler life is not the same thing as embracing terror. A cabin, a generator, 
stored food, or distrust of bureaucracy does not make someone a bomber. Those 
distinctions matter. 
 
The deeper warning may be about what happens when intelligence loses 
proportion. A sharp mind without humility can become dangerous. A disciplined 
mind without empathy can rationalize cruelty. A lonely mind with enough intellect 
can build a complete theory explaining why everyone else deserves punishment. 
Kaczynski was not simply a smart man with opinions. He was a damaged man 
who used intelligence as armor and as weapon. 
 
His case also reminds us that insight and monstrosity can coexist in the same 
person. History contains many figures who noticed real problems yet answered 
them in monstrous ways. Recognizing that some observations were accurate 
does not require admiration. Condemning evil actions does not require 
pretending the person said nothing true. Mature judgment can hold both thoughts 
at once. 
 
In the end, Theodore Kaczynski did not defeat technology, stop industrial society, 
or liberate humanity. He spent decades in hatred, killed strangers, devastated 
families, and died in prison. The systems he despised continued on without him. 
What remains is not a revolution, but a cautionary tale. 
 
You can make of Ted Kaczynski’s manifesto what you will. But even if some 
warnings proved insightful, his actions should never be condoned. 
  



 

 
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
ending sign off 
 
Thank you sincerely for investigating xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx with me. 

Subscribe or Follow the show now, so together we can meet here next time and 
explore the deepest covert stories of UFOs, Aliens, Hauntings, Cryptids, 
Conspiracy Theories, and Unsolved Mysteries. 

I’m so glad to have you in the Renegade Files Crew.   

You have listened to this episode to this point. You appreciate the work I put into 
making these shows for you. Right now is the best time to tap the Patreon link in 
the show notes…do that, and come check out everything I’ve made for you there. 
I’ll see you inside.  

Until our next adventure I’m your host Lex Gordon...  

Stay Wild, Uncharted Child!  

 


